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Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Welcome back to a new school year. It has been lovely to see the children return and settle back into 
school life over the past few weeks. A very special welcome to our eleven new Junior Infants and to the 
children who have joined us in other classes throughout the school. We hope you will be very happy here 
in Scoil Mhuire. We are also delighted to welcome Karen Curran to our teaching staff. Karen joins us as 
our new 2nd Class teacher and we wish her every happiness in her new role. 

This newsletter contains important information and updates for the year ahead. 
 
School Closures/Early Closures 
Early Closure: Monday 28th September-School finishes for all pupils at 1.40pm to facilitate staff meetings. 
 
Lost and Found 
We already have a number of unclaimed items appearing around the school. Please ensure that all coats, 
jumpers, uniform tops, lunch boxes, bottles and other belongings are clearly labelled with your child’s 
name. Labelling items makes it much easier for us to return them to their owner. 
 
Medication and Medical Information 
If your child has a medical condition or requires medication during the school day, it is very important 
that the school is informed. Please contact the school office to ensure that we have all relevant and 
up-to-date medical information for your child. 
 
Parking and School Transport Spaces 
Parents are reminded that the designated bus spaces at the school are reserved for the school bus and 
SEN transport. Please do not park in these spaces, even for a short period, as the buses and transport 
vehicles need to be able to access them safely at arrival and collection times.We appreciate everyone’s 
cooperation in keeping the area around the school safe for all of our pupils. 
 
Parents’ Association AGM 
Our Parents’ Association AGM will take place on Wednesday, 23rd September at 8.00 p.m. in the school 
hall. All parents are very welcome to attend. We are very fortunate to have an active Parents’ Association 
which contributes greatly to school life. It is also a lovely way to get involved in the school community and 
to get to know other parents. New members are always very welcome, so please do come along if you 
would like to find out more. 
 
School Policies 
A reminder that all school policies are available to parents on the school website. We encourage parents 
to familiarise themselves with the policies and procedures that guide the day-to-day running of our 
school. 
 
Child Safeguarding Review 
As part of our annual Child Safeguarding Statement and Risk Assessment review, we are seeking 
feedback from parents. If you have not already done so, please take a few minutes to submit your views 
through our parent survey HERE. Your feedback forms an important part of our annual review process 
and is greatly appreciated. 
 
 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSco84q9jTN11UgYn1Aj_o3-whC_3K3TE4FEx9JQ3uU0VmiJQw/viewform?usp=header


 

Teaching & Learning 
●​ Artist in the Primary School Programme 

We are delighted that Scoil Mhuire has been selected to participate in Tipperary County Council’s Artist 
in the Primary School Programme this year. This wonderful initiative gives children the opportunity to 
work directly with a professional artist on a creative project developed especially for our school. The 
programme will involve 50 hours of engagement and will give pupils the opportunity to explore their 
creativity, develop new skills and experience the arts in a fun and engaging way. All children will engage 
with the programme each week from next week until the start of November.  

●​ Music Generation 
We are delighted to welcome Aishling Rafferty back. She will work with pupils in Juniors-2nd class every 
Thursday morning, starting this week. 
 
School Fundraiser 
Our annual Sponsored Walk will take place on Friday, 25th September.  
 
Any money raised can be returned to the school office in an envelope, clearly marked with your child’s 
name and accompanied by the sponsorship card. Alternatively, families can pay the amount raised online 
via Aladdin. If paying online, please ensure that the child's name on the sponsorship card is clearly noted 
with the payment. Children still need to bring the card to the office. All cards need to be returned by 
Friday, September 25th.  
All children who complete a full sponsorship card will be entered into a special prize draw on the day. 
We are also looking for donations of new items for our prize raffle. If you have any new toys, books, 
colouring or activity books, games or other items suitable for children that you would be happy to donate, 
we would be very grateful. A collection area has been set up just inside the main school door from 
tomorrow, and items can be dropped in at arrival or collection time. 

Thank you to those who have dropped in items already! 

Reminders 
Pupils in 3rd–6th Class should bring a spare pair of shoes/socks if they wish to play on the grass during 
yard time. We are utilising the green space we have even if the weather is bad so there may be some 
muddy pants going home too! 
 
Class Expenses 
Parents are reminded that class expenses are now due for your child. Payments can be made via Aladdin 
or in cash to the school office 
 
Christmas Activities 
From this year, our main Christmas school activities will operate on a three-year cycle. 
 
This year, all pupils will travel by bus to see Jack and the Beanstalk at the Christmas Panto in UL on 
Monday, 14th December. Next year, we will hold a Christmas Carol Service and the following year, pupils 
will perform their class Christmas plays. 
An ePayment request for this year’s Christmas outing will go live on Aladdin shortly. Further information 
regarding arrangements for the day will be issued closer to the time. 
 
School Lunches 
If you or your child has an issue with their school lunch, please contact The Lunch Bag directly through 
their parent support service at info@thelunchbag.ie. Orders can be changed or edited through the app 
with the required notice. If an order has not been placed, your child will receive the default lunch option. 
 
Homework 
Homework has not yet commenced for the school year and will begin in October. Once homework begins, 
we ask parents to check their child’s homework each evening and sign it where required. If homework 
cannot be completed for any reason, please send a short note to your child’s teacher. 
 
Permissions 
Please check the Permissions section of your child’s Aladdin profile and ensure that you have responded 
to all outstanding permissions. It is important that we have an up-to-date record of your preferences in 
areas such as photography, religious instruction and school activities. 

 
 



 

 
Sensitive Information 
Understanding what is happening in a child’s life can help us to support them appropriately in school. If 
there has been a change in circumstances at home or there is sensitive information which may impact 
on your child’s wellbeing, please contact me directly at principal@portroeprimary.ie or through the school 
office. Any information shared will be treated sensitively and confidentially. 
 
Sacraments: 

●​ The Confirmation will take place on Saturday, 24th April, at 11am.  
●​ The First Holy Communion will take place on Friday, 14th May at 11am 

 
 
Social Media: 
Our Instagram handle is scoilmhuire_portroe. Please follow the school’s Instagram page to see the many 
educational and fun activities that your child is engaging with every day. 
 
Board of Management Agreed Report (June 2026): 
The Board of Management is pleased to confirm that the Bí Cinéalta policy has been reviewed and 
ratified. Sincere thanks are extended to pupils, parents and staff for their contributions and engagement 
throughout the process. 
 
The Board also approved the Internet Acceptable Usage Policy. 
 
Finally, the Board would like to sincerely thank all members of our school community on a very 
successful event celebrating our new spaces last month. 
 
 
Thank You 
 
We have had a very positive start to the new school year and there is already plenty happening 
throughout the school. Thank you to our parents and families for your continued cooperation and 
support. 
 
 
We thank you for your continued support and look forward to a happy and productive school year ahead. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
 
Maria Geaney 
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