
 

Scoil Mhuire, Portroe  

Email: secretary@portroeprimary.ie​     Telephone: 067/23588                Roll No: 11367I 
 

Parent Newsletter 
June 2025 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
As we draw the school year to a close, please take note of the following important updates: 
 
End-of-Year Arrangements 

●​ School will close for the summer holidays at 12:00 p.m. on Thursday, 26th June. Please let us 
know if any Junior or Senior Infant pupils will be travelling home by bus on that day so we can 
coordinate transport appropriately. 

●​ School will reopen on Thursday, 28th August. 
 
Staffing 2025/2026 
I would like to take this opportunity to extend our sincere thanks to Ms Fiona Guerrerio, who will be 
finishing up with us at the end of this term. Fiona has given so much to the school and to her pupils over 
the past number of years. Her dedication, care and commitment have left a lasting impression, and she 
will be greatly missed by both staff and pupils. We wish her every success and happiness as she embarks 
on the next chapter. 

We also look forward to welcoming Ms Sharon Slevin back to the school in the new school year following 
her maternity leave. 

Sponsored Walk and Bake Sale – Thursday, 19th June 
A reminder that our Sponsored Walk takes place this Thursday. Sponsorship cards may be returned to 
the office up to Thursday morning. Contributions are welcome via cash or ePayment through Aladdin. We 
are very grateful for the generous donations already received for our raffle, which will take place during 
the day. 
 
After the walk, a Bake Sale will be held in the school hall from 1.40 p.m. to 3.00 p.m. Parents can pop in 
with their child(ren) after school to purchase some treats! All proceeds will go toward our New Yard Fund. 
We would appreciate any donations of baked goods, which can be dropped to the hall from 8.50 a.m. that 
morning. If you have cream cakes that need to be refrigerated, if possible, please drop them later in the 
day.  
 
Graduation Ceremony 
Our 6th Class Graduation Ceremony will take place on Wednesday, 25th June. We look forward to 
welcoming parents and grandparents to celebrate this special milestone with the pupils. A sincere thank 
you to the Parents’ Association for decorating the hall in preparation. 
 
Sailing Trip – Friday, 21st June 
Our 6th Class pupils will enjoy a sailing trip this Friday as a special treat, subsidised by the school. A note 
has already been issued to parents outlining what pupils will need on the day. 
 
We wish our sixteen 6th Class pupils the very best as they move on to post-primary school. They have 
been a fantastic group, and we look forward to hearing of their many successes in the years ahead. 
 
Report Cards 
Report cards are now available to view via the Aladdin app. If you have any difficulty accessing your 
child’s report, please contact the school office and we will be happy to help. 
 
 
 

 
 



 

SET Timetables for 2025/2026 
Timetables for Special Education Teaching (SET) are currently being prepared. Children with the highest 
level of need will receive the greatest level of support. Relevant parents will be contacted in September 
with details regarding the frequency and nature of support for their child. 
 
Gen Free Charter – A Collaborative Approach to Wellbeing 
As shared previously, we are working with Burgess N.S. and Youghalarra N.S. to explore the introduction 
of the Gen Free Charter—a voluntary initiative that encourages families to delay giving children 
smartphones and access to social media until after primary school. 
 
The charter supports pupil wellbeing and aims to reduce pressures linked to early online exposure. 
 
If you have not yet done so, we kindly ask you to complete the short Parent Survey (linked HERE) by 
Monday, 10th June. Your feedback is vital and will help shape how we move forward together as a school 
community. 
 
Sports Day – Monday, 24th June 
Our school Sports Day will take place on Monday, 24th June. Children should bring plenty of drinks and 
are permitted to bring one treat along with their usual healthy lunch. 
 
Junior Infant Induction 
We recently welcomed the families of our incoming Junior Infants. It was a lovely opportunity for pupils 
to meet their new teacher and visit their classroom. We look forward to welcoming them on their first day 
of school in August. 
 
Water Safety Webinar 
All pupils took part in the recent RNLI Water Safety Webinar, a valuable session promoting safe practices 
around water during the summer holidays. Certificates of participation have been issued to all attendees. 
 
Bí Cinéalta – Slogan Competition 
We recently held a school-wide Bí Cinéalta slogan competition as part of our ongoing work in promoting 
kindness and inclusion. Congratulations to Darragh Gleeson (2nd Class), whose slogan was chosen as the 
winner: 

“Be Kind, Be Fun, Be a Good Friend to Everyone.” 
 
This simple yet powerful message will serve as our new anti-bullying slogan going forward. Darragh will 
have the honour of raising our Cineáltas Flag outside the school in the coming days—a proud moment 
for him and for us as a school community committed to positive behaviour. 
 
Parents’ Association 
Thank you to the Parents’ Association for their incredible commitment this year. Since beginning their 
work in October, they have contributed significantly to school life. Plans for fun parent activities are 
already underway for next year. If you are interested in getting involved, please note that the P.A. AGM 
will take place in September. 
 
Uniform Orders 
Uniform orders can be collected from the school hall during the summer. We will issue confirmed dates 
and times once they are available. 
 
Classroom Expenses 2025/2026 
Classroom expenses for the 2025/2026 academic year can now be paid via Aladdin ePayments. We are 
opening this early to give families the option of paying in instalments over the coming weeks and months, 
if they so wish. We kindly ask that all classroom expenses be settled by 30th September. Your 
cooperation and support with this is greatly appreciated.Please check the Aladdin app for payment 
requests and further details. 
 
PA End of Year Message 
In December 2024, 12 parents volunteered to set up the Scoil Mhuire Parent’s Association.  Since then, 
they have worked along with the school and other parents on a number of projects.  Some highlights of 
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the PA include tea/coffee at the school Christmas concert, the new school uniform, the GAA swap shop, 
feedback on the English Plan and the Re-Turn bins.   
 
In March 2025, the PA were asked to support fundraising efforts for the new school yard with a goal of 
10k.  This led to a fundraising sub-committee being set up who were the driving force behind the 
Re-Turn bin and our recent Book & Bake sale which was hugely successful thanks to the involvement 
and generosity of our whole community.  To date, the fundraising for the 10k goal by the school and PA 
stands at €4062 which has been raised through the GAA Swap Shop, an online Coal raffle, the Colours 
Day, Quid Games, Book/Bake sale and the Re-turn bins. 
 
As the school year comes to an end, we would like to thank everyone on the committee for their time 
and effort and all parents for supporting in any capacity.  We look forward to what the next year will 
bring as we continue to work together with the school and parents/guardians. 
 
Board of Management Agreed Report 

The Board of Management is pleased to confirm that the Bí Cinéalta policy has been ratified. Sincere 
thanks are extended to pupils, parents and staff for their contributions and engagement throughout the 
process. 

The Board also welcomed the initial collaborative work taking place with Youghalarra NS and Burgess NS 
in the development of a Gen Free policy for our school. 

Finally, the Board would like to sincerely thank Fiona Guerrerio for her valued service to the school 
community since she joined us in 2022. We wish her every success and happiness in the future. 

 
Wishing You a Lovely Summer 
As we finish another school year, I would like to sincerely thank all members of our school 
community—pupils, parents, staff, and volunteers—for your continued support. 
 
We wish you all a safe, happy, and restful summer break, and we look forward to seeing the children back 
on Thursday, 28th August. 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
_________________________________ 
 
Maria Geaney 
Principal  
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